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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift 
Ciska (G.F.) Veen
Living apart together
Interactions between aboveground grazers, plants and soil biota
1. Species-specific interactions between plants and soil organisms are more important
for determining local nematode community composition than are soil physical
conditions (This thesis chapter 2)
2. Negative plant-soil feedback enhances the possibility for plant coexistence by
stimulating cyclic plant community dynamics (Bever 2003*, This thesis chapter 3)
* Bever, J. D. (2003) New Phytologist 157: 465-473.
3. Grazing by large vertebrate herbivores can overrule effects of soil organisms on
plant community structure and composition (This thesis chapters 4, 5, 6)
4. The selective response of small vertebrate herbivores to plant community changes
induced by soil organisms enhances spatial patterning in the plant community
(This thesis chapter 6)
5. Effects of herbivores on soil nutrient cycling via changes in soil physical conditions
are underestimated (This thesis chapter 7)
6. Monitoring is a crucial part of successful nature management
7. In times of economical crisis millions of dollars can be generated overnight to
rescue private companies, while it takes at least decades to collect a fraction of that
to save the Earth
8. Organic meat is not too expensive, regular meat is too cheap
9. Working part-time should be more readily accepted in the scientific world, because
it does not lead to a reduction in productivity (Haan 2001*) – e.g. the number of
publications in peer-reviewed journals (Kruijmer 2006*) –, and it increases
possibilities for employees to combine work and family
* Haan, F. (2001) Korte werkweek drukt productiviteit. Volkskrant 20 March 2001; 
Kruijmer, T. (2006) Productiviteit van deeltijdarbeid ten opzichte van voltijdarbeid.
Thesis, University of Amsterdam.
10. Ecologists have to invest in outreach to the general public and politicians to
increase environmental awareness and set up collaborations to develop strategies
to make society more sustainable (Power and Chapin 2009, Pace et al 2010*)
* Power ME and Chapin FS (2009) Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment 7:399;
Pace M.L. et al (2010) Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment 8:292-298
